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* 1 SEP 1961
MEMORANDUM FOR: Acting Chiel, DPD

SUBRJECT: Operational Control of Sateilite “hotographic
Gapablilty
REFERENCE: Memorandum to AG/DPD from DFO/C/SPB;

subject: Evaluation of Present Satellite
Programs; dated 23 August 1961 {COR 1273)

1. Today the U, S, Goverament is limited to two programs
under the direction of the Ceatral Intelligence Agency capable of
obtaining everhead recoanaissance of denled territory. Cns program
¢ir ploys the U-2 aircraft, the other, the DISCOVERED Satellits. To
use the U-Z to obtain denired intelligence over heavily defended areas
of the Soviet Bloc Countries entalls potentiaily higher risks aad
requires demonstrated vital urgency to obtain political approval. The
arbiting satellite bas beea employed with only nominal risks and is
politically acceptable, At this time the capability of the USSH to
deatroy thia vehicle is negligible.

é. Thers are several limitations in the satellite progran: that
must be given some coneideration. The ienss-illm comblaations do
not produce resclutions that are sufficient :or technical Intelligence.
Whenever there is 2 need for this high quality photography the U2
will have to be used. In addition, the chances of obtaining the desired
orbital parameters is & limitation that caanot be ignored. However,
when faced with the reguirement to obtaln photographic reconnalssance
of vast areas of denied territory it s a limitation that must be
accepted.
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3. I, during critical times, the Ageacy desires to possess the
capability of obtainiag photography of vital targets, pricrities nsust be
oblained and actions must be coordinated with other agencies to insure
certaln {terms are avallable when needed:

a. Vehicles:

Implementation of this prograrm requires a mialmurn: of
two vehlcles on haand at ull times., The present inveatory of
vehicles moust be examined to determine Lf sufflciant numberse
are available to meet this requiremsat. If there is & shortage
the planned CORONA/ARGON misaions must be canceled to
provide the numbers needed to launch on high priority missions.
To develop the capability through normal procurencent srocedures
will require axcessive lead time,

. Launchiag Pads:

iJue to the anature of the misslon it is impossible to
accurately forecast the launch date. Therefore, the prograzm
must have priorities high enough to guarantae a iaunching pad
whenever the need arises.

o]

2 comstant schedule must be maintained mating
the desired camera and lens iilm combiaations to the vehicle,
Backup equipment required must be programmed.

4. Mission Support:

To insure that missions are prepared and launched
on time priorities for various types of support equipment must
be obtained. This would include the use of computars, test
equipment, recovery iorces, and tracking stations.

4, To be ready to launch at any time elther in support of
pericds of censlon or Ia support of the Nation's Emergency War Flan
there are certain requirements that must be met:
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The intelligence community must provide a list of
target priorities either by target complexes, individual targets,
ar a combination of both in sufficient time to allow camera
programs to be prepared and stored for use as the need arises.

b. Weather Support:

Uperational concepts must be coordiaated with Weather }
Central as necessary to enable full support on rslatively short l
actice,

5. CONCLUSIONS:

This memoraadun: is written in support of 2 memorandum

‘Evaludation of Present Reconnaissance Satellite Program’ and does
aot go ioto great detail regarding out present and future operational
concepts. It should, however, polat out the capabilities we presently
have and how they might best be used by establishing priorities for
avallabllities and reguirements. New hardware and facilities axe not
required nor needed 1o initiate operational coatrol of satellite photo-
graphic capablilities during these critical times. As new eguipment is
developed it can be incorporated into the program.

25X1

Chief, Speclal Projects Branch, DPD
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